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Library set for partial functions at 


senior center 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Li- 
brary has been undergoing con- 
struction throughout the summer, 
and the construction may contin- 
ue throughout this year with addi- 
tional repairs needed. 

During the week of Sept. 13, 
Mayor William Sapelli announced 
the library would be closed indef- 
initely for the current repairs, the 
project included roof and exterior 
repairs working in sections to al- 
low library staff and visitors to stall 
in the building. Sapelli said due to 
historic rains during this summer, 
a pipe burst and caused major wa- 
ter damage in the building around 
the beginning of the month. 

An air quality test was also con- 
ducted and found mold in four ar- 
eas of the library. 
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The Agawam Public Library has been under renovations and repairs for several months. 
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Town renews 
agreement 
for train 
signal light 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The railroad 
crossing on the board of Agawam 
and West Springfield has been a 
controversial subject for the past 
few years, though the most recent 
remedy to assist the public with 
the crossing at the end of Bridge 
Street was to install railroad 
crossing signals at streets leading 
to the area. 

‘The signals are designed to in- 
form the public when a train is in 
the intersection. There were some 
issues right after the signals were 
installed, but it has since run 
smoothly during the past couple 
of years. 

The biggest complaints from 
the public are that trains pass 
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Volleyball action 


Sarah Champigny socks the ball over the net for Agawam girls volleyball. More 
photos of the Brownies are on page 8. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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New count leads to redistricting of precincts 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Town of Aga- 
wam's population is 28,692 ac- 
cording to the 2020 census. 

As a result of the new census, 
the Town of Agawam is looking to 
re-draw the district maps. 

Mayor William Sapelli is pro- 
posing the city council approve 
a districting map that has been 
drawn up by the Town Engineer. 
The department worked with the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
to prepare the map. 

The map is up for approval the 
next council meeting on Oct. 4. 

According to the proposal, the 
town will continue to have eight 
precincts, and thus the voting pre- 
cincts throughout town will likely 
remain the same. 

The new map will likely tweak 
the locations individuals will vote. 

The voting precincts typically 
have an A and B and individuals 


voting precinct is typically in a 
geographic location near their 
home. 

In Agawam, the town’s schools 
are the main places people have 
been using to vote, though the 
Agawam Senior Center has also 
been utilized, and has been uti- 
lized for early voting. 

For the 2021 municipal elec- 
tion, which will decide who will 
serve as mayor, on the city coun- 
cil, and the school committee, the 
following precincts have been ap- 
proved: 

Robinson Park Elementary 
School, Granger School, Agawam 
High School, Doering School, 
Phelps School, Clark School, 
Agawam Junior High School, and 
Clark School. 

The preliminary election was 
scheduled to be held on Oct. 5, 
but that will not because there are 
not enough candidates to require 
a primary. There are two candi- 
dates for mayor, 14 candidates for 


11 city council seats, and 10 can- 
didates for six school committee 
seats. The elected mayor serves as 
the chair of the school committee. 

The last day to register to vote 
for the general election is Oct. 13. 

The general election is sched- 
uled for Nov. 2 from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Because of the closeness to 
the election date, the redistricting 
of the voting precincts will likely 
not go into effect until next year. 

Agawam’s municipal elections 
are typically held in the odd-num- 
bered years while state and fed- 
eral elections are held in the 
even-numbered years. Next year, 
the “mid-term” and gubernatorial 
elections will take place. Massa- 
chusetts elects its governor every 
four years, and on an alternating 
schedule to the presidential elec- 
tion. 

Anyone needing to know what 
voting district they belong to can 
go online to the town’s website or 
check with the Town Clerk's office. 
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Propane ® Heating Oil ° Fireplaces 
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Service Plans * 24-Hour Emergency Service 


Visit our Hearth Showroom to see working fireplace displays! 
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OIL ¢ HVAC 
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Community colleges invoke vaccine requirement 


BOSTON - The Presidents of the Massa- 
chusetts community colleges announced 
today that students, faculty, and staff at 
the Commonwealth's 15 community col- 
leges must be fully vaccinated by January 
2022. 

“During the last 18 months, the Massa- 
chusetts Community Colleges have priori- 
tized the health and safety of our commu- 
nities while also recognizing that many of 
our students have been disproportionately 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic” 
the Presidents said in a statement shared 
with their campuses. “While a significant 
number of students, faculty, and staff are 
already vaccinated or are in the process of 
becoming vaccinated, the fifteen colleges 
are seeking to increase the health and safe- 
ty of the learning and working environ- 
ment in light of the ongoing public health 
concerns and current guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 


tion (CDC). The Massachusetts Communi- 
ty Colleges are committed to ensuring vac- 
cination status is not a barrier to students 
and will continue offering a range of virtu- 
al learning opportunities and services.” 

The announcement comes amid a rise 
in the number of new cases of COVID-19 
across the Commonwealth, the increased 
access and availability of vaccines, the 
Food & Drug Administration’s full and 
pending approval of available vaccines, 
and CDC guidance that the COVID-19 
vaccine has been proven to be extreme- 
ly safe and highly effective at preventing 
infection, severe disease, hospitalization, 
and death, the requirement is aimed at 
ensuring the safest learning and working 
environment possible for the more than 
135,000 students served by the community 
colleges each year. 

“The 15 community colleges across the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts decided 


that this requirement was necessary given 
the changing conditions of COVID-19 and 
the Delta variant, Holyoke Community 
College president Christina Royal said to- 
day in a message to the HCC community. 
“While there is no ironclad defense against 
coronavirus, extensive public health re- 
search has shown that vaccination great- 
ly reduces the risk of hospitalization and 
death” 

All Mass. community colleges will con- 
tinue to make vaccine clinics available on 
their campuses for students, faculty and 
staff. 

HCC will continue to offer free 
COVID-19 vaccinations for the foreseeable 
future on its Homestead Avenue campus 
every Tuesday from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
The college also offers COVID-19 testing 
six days a week on campus through the 
Holyoke Board of Health. Both vaccina- 
tions clinics and testing are available in 


Parking Lot N outside the Bartley Center 
for Athletics and Recreation. 

Further, the colleges are committed to 
ensuring vaccination status is not a barri- 
er to students and will continue offering a 
range of virtual learning opportunities and 
services, the statement says. 

Students who seek to register for cours- 
es that do not include any in-person com- 
ponent, and who do not plan to come on 
campus for any reason for the Spring 2022 
semester, will not be required to provide 
documentation of vaccination. All employ- 
ees will be required to be vaccinated. 

The community colleges remain the 
most affordable higher education oppor- 
tunity in Massachusetts and also provide 
flexible options for students. They also 
serve as critical local and statewide eco- 
nomic engines, training and educating the 
workforce through credit and noncredit 
offerings. 


Agawam Congregational 
plans next ‘drive-thru’ supper 


AGAWAM - A Special Harvest Drive- 
Through Supper will be held Friday, Oct. 
22 from 4:30 to 5 p.m. in the Agawam 
Congregational Church parking lot. 

The menu will be _ delicious, 
fresh-roasted turkey, stuffing, mashed 
potato with gravy, butternut squash, roll, 
and cranberry sauce. 

Tickets are $17 and must be pur- 
chased by Wednesday, Oct. 20 at 12 
noon. Contact the church by calling 413- 
786-7111 or office@agawamcong.com 


hicles. 


The ACC Supper Club is pleased to, 


once again, have the supper catered by 
Partners Restaurant. 


Agawam Congregational Church is 


located at 745 Main Street. 


Folks will not need to exit their ve- 
Tickets will be collected from 


the vehicle’s driver side window and 
the correct number of suppers will 
be bought to the vehicle’s window for 
simple, easy drive-through accommo- 
dations. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10, 10AM % 


Bethany Assembly Church 
holding Halloween event 


AGAWAM - Bethany Assembly of God 
in Agawam, MA will be hosting a Fall Fam- 
ily Festival event on Sunday, Oct. 31, from 
5 to 8 p.m. by our Lighthouse auditorium 
entrance. This family friendly event is open 
to everyone, and costumes are encour- 
aged. We'll have black-light puppet shows 
in the Lighthouse auditorium, hayrides in 
our field, free hot dogs, popcorn and can- 
dy, bounce houses, potato sack races, face 
painting, fall crafts, a trunk-or-treat, nu- 
merous fun games and you can also have 
your photo taken with a variety of cos- 
tumed characters. Please visit our website 


——— GRADES 6-12, PG 


Tour our campus and learn more about WMA 


programs and community. Meet faculty, 
coaches, parents and students. 


at Bethany-AG.org for details. We hope to 
see you there. 
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Girls Inc. of the Valley unveils renderings for new home 


HOLYOKE - Girls Inc. of the Valley 
Board of Directors, Executive Director Su- 
zanne Parker and the Her Future, Our Fu- 
ture Campaign Committee invites you to 
meet their new home location. They will be 
announcing their plans and unveiling the 
renderings for their new permanent home 
in Holyoke. 

Girls Inc. of the Valley will be moving 
into a two-story, 16,630 square foot build- 
ing where they'll continue to serve more 
than 1,000 girls per year through this ex- 
pansion. Once renovations are completed, 
their new location will feature age-appro- 


priate and welcoming programs, learning 
spaces for girls, a cutting-edge STEM/Mak- 
er Space, Library Learning Center, kitchen 
and dining area, as well as outdoor and in- 
door recreation/activity spaces. There is a 
greenspace in the backyard that'll serve as 
an outdoor play area, as well as a city park 
and playground nearby. This purposefully 
designed, strategically located single Girls 
Inc. center will serve as a new, transforma- 
tive space. 


Who: Girls Inc. of the Valley 
What: Girls Inc. of the Valley announces 


they're new location after moving out of 52 
Nick Cosmos Way, Holyoke, MA 01040 

When: Tuesday, Sept. 28 at 2 p.m. 

Where: Girls Inc. of the Valley's new 
home is located at 480 Hampden Street, 
Holyoke, MA 01040. Event will be held 
outdoors and social distancing will be in 
place. 

“What we need now is the next gener- 
ation place for Girls Inc. A location that 
enables our programming to match up to 
where we want and need to be, for girls,” 
said Cynthia Medina Carson, Girls Inc. 
Alumna, board member, and Co-chair of 


the Her Future, Our Future Campaign. 
Girls Inc. of the Valley's first home, 52 
Nick Cosmos Way in Holyoke, served them 
well for nearly 40 years. Their original 
home holds many memories for girls and 
women in the area, as it has been a part of 
the Girls Inc. community for so long. The 
new space, however, will lead to greater 
staff efficiency and an enhanced sense of 
community among staff and volunteers, 
families and, of course, the girls. Girls Inc. 
of the Valley looks forward to continuing 
to assure success is within reach for every 
young person who enters their doors. 


Rep. Nicholas Boldyga rejects House re-opening plan 


The Agawam rep says it lacks 
key details and accountability 


BOSTON - State Representative Nich- 
olas Boldyga (R-Southwick) recently op- 
posed a plan to re-open the House of Rep- 
resentatives, saying it lacks key details and 
grants sweeping powers to an eight-mem- 
ber working group that is not required to 
hold public hearings or solicit feedback. 
The plan also contains a vaccine mandate. 

House Bill 4121, An Order to safeguard 
the health of House members and employ- 
ees during the ongoing COVID-19 pan- 
demic, was approved on a vote of 131-28 
on Sept. 23. The Order requires all House 
members and employees to provide proof 
of vaccination against COVID-19, or to 
seek a reasonable accommodation due to 
a qualifying disability, qualifying medical 
condition, or a sincerely held religious be- 
lief. Those who fail to do so will be required 
to work remotely and not allowed in the 


State House, and would possibly face ad- 
ditional penalties until they are in compli- 
ance. 

Representative Boldyga said he is con- 
cerned the House Working Group created 
under the Order will have the power to uni- 
laterally “establish policies and procedures 
for the implementation, administration 
and enforcement” of the Order, without be- 
ing subject to any accountability or further 
approval by House members. 

The Order also requires “all members, 
officers and employees physically working 
at the State House” to comply with “any ad- 
ditional mitigation measures” that may be 
imposed by the House Working Group be- 
yond the vaccination requirement, includ- 
ing expanded mask use throughout the 
building. Representative Boldyga said the 
Order essentially gives the working group 
broad authority to issue a wide range of 
mandates without any limitations. 

Representative Boldyga also cited the 
lack of safeguards contained in the Order 


NAMI holding peer-to-peer class 


AGAWAM - The National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI-WM) of Western 
Massachusetts would like to announce up- 
coming Online NAMI Peer-to-Peer class. 


What is Peer-to-Peer? 

NAMI Peer-to-Peer is a free 8-week re- 
covery-focused educational program for 
adults who wish to establish and maintain 
their wellness. Great value is placed on the 


We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 

and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East 
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield, 
Wilbraham and Southwick. 


BENEFITS 


Health Insurance 

Paid Personal and Sick Time 
State Retirement 

Medical flexible spending account 
for health care & dependent care 


REQUIREMENTS 


Minimum 21 years of age 
Valid driver’s license for at 
least 3 years 

Must be able to obtain a MA 
CDL Permit with Passenger 


individual experiences of each person in 
the class, participants are empowered and 
invited to share their own stories and the 
coping tools that have worked for them. 

Priority will be given to the residents of 
Berkshire, Franklin, Hampshire and Hamp- 
den counties. 

Online Classes will begin on Tuesday, 
Sept. 28 from 6:30 to 9 p.m. and continue 
for eight weeks ending Tuesday, Nov. 16. 


Sen 


Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers 


TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 
START 
IMMEDIATELY 


and School Bus Endorsements 


*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week, mornings and afternoons 
each school day 


e Must be able to pass a background 
check, drug test and DOT physical 


Apply online at LPVEC.ORG 


to ensure that information about a mem- 
ber’s or employee's vaccination status will 
remain confidential. The Order is silent 
on how this information will be protected 
and what penalties would be imposed for 
improperly disclosing someone's personal 
information. 

A previous working group report re- 
leased on September 20 called for a four- 
phase re-opening plan, which would allow 
for a limited number of House members 
and employees from “core offices” to be 
physically present in the building during 
the initial phase and would eventually re- 
open the building to the public in the fourth 
and final phase. That report was also short 
on details regarding a timeline for imple- 
menting each phase and the specific met- 
rics and benchmarks that would be used to 
advance from one phase to the next. 

Representative Boldyga said the lat- 
est Order passed by the House does not 
include any details on when and how the 
State House will finally re-open to the pub- 


lic, adding that he would have preferred 
to see the working group empowered to 
make specific recommendations which 
could then be vetted and amended by the 
full membership to provide for a safe and 
responsible re-opening plan. 

Due to the health and safety concerns 
associated with COVID-19, the House has 
been operating under temporary emergen- 
cy rules since last year, which have allowed 
members to participate in formal sessions 
and cast roll call votes remotely. Earlier this 
summer, the House voted to extend the 
emergency rules until Oct. 1. 

Representative Boldyga said the last 
extension included a provision limiting 
the use of the emergency rules after Oct. 1 
to no more than 30 days at a time and re- 
quiring a majority vote to reauthorize the 
emergency rules in additional 30-day in- 
crements. The Order adopted by the House 
on Sept. 23 eliminates the 30-day provision 
and keeps the temporary emergency rules 
in place indefinitely. 


MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 


WEST SPRINGFIELD 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15 at 12:00 P.M. 


SINGLE FAMIL 


126 HIGH MEADOW DRIVE 


This impressive residence sits on a +2.17 acre lot 
in an exclusive area of homes. The house has 
+4,155 sq. ft. of living area and boasts quality 
finishes throughout, 4 bedrooms, custom kitchen, 


2.5 bathrooms, 


central 


air, high ceilings, 


fireplaced living room and a partially finished 
walk out basement. The house features attractive 
architecture, beautiful brick facade, rear turret, 
patio, deck and 3 car garage. Bank Says Sell! 

VISIT WEBSITE FOR DETAILS, TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 


rau) Colel moleremeelan 


ZEKOS GROUP AUCTIONEERS 


P.O. Box 549, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 


LIC #104 


508-842-9000 


Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 
384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM 


LPVEC 
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GUEST COLUMN 


Fall plants, get 
them before 
they are gone 


t is wonderful 
[« see the nurs- 

eries alive with 
color and texture. 
Everything from 
purple asters and 
frilly-leaved kale, 
to chrysanthe- 
mums and pan- 
sies in nearly ev- 


ROBERTA 
ery autumnal hue MCQUAID 


TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS 


await the garden- UBLICATION 


er. Which plants 
will perform the best for your buck? 
Here are the ins and outs of each. 

Chrysanthemums are one of the most 
popular fall plants. Besides being avail- 
able in lots of colors, they are quite dura- 
ble and will perform until temperatures 
dip below the thirty degree mark. By fol- 
lowing these simple rules you are nearly 
guaranteed success: remove them from 
their pots at planting (youd be surprised 
how many folks do not!) and water them 
well during and after installation (ditto!). 
I prefer standard “cushion” types over 
daisy or other decoratives; they seem to 
stay in bloom longer and are more toler- 
ant of light frosts. Many gardeners have 
success overwintering mums, hence 
their tag line “hardy.” Every year I get 
questions about how to keep returning 
mums from getting all gangly and tall 
in year two. When the top portion of the 
plant reaches six inches in the spring, 
pinch out the growth tips to encourage 
side branching. Do this every two weeks 
or so up until the Fourth of July and 
you are well on your way to achieving a 
good-looking, bushy plant. 

Decorative cabbage and kale are also 
smart choices for the fall garden. They 
make perfect companions for mums, es- 
pecially when their center colors inten- 
sify-notice this happen as the weather 
gets colder. My favorite combination is 
purple kale joined with two shades of 
purple mums and Salvia ‘Victoria? Kale 
will look great well into the fall, and you 
may even be tempted to leave plants in 
place in the garden or work in Christmas 
greens around them in your container 
plantings. Be advised that after numer- 
ous cold nights and a bit of snow, the 
leaves eventually turn to mush and will 
need to be removed. 

Both cabbage and kale are rather 
picky about how they are watered. Water 
them too much and they will rot; too lit- 
tle and the root ball will shrink, making 
it hard to absorb moisture in the future. 
I simply perform the fingertip test and 
water when needed. Just today some- 
one observed me planting kale at Old 
Sturbridge Village and asked if it could 
be eaten. Sure, kale is a nutritious vege- 
table, a super-food in fact, but the deco- 
rative types are generally grown with lots 
of chemical pesticides and fertilizers. 
These days, most grocery stores sell or- 
ganically-grown kale. You can also plant 
it in your garden in the spring, purely for 
culinary purposes. We have been har- 
vesting leaves at least twice a week since 
the middle of June and I have had only 
minor insect problems. 

Much to my delight, pansies are 
sometimes available for fall planting. 
They are, however, best associated with 
spring, so the idea of utilizing them in 
the autumn has been slow to catch on. 
Such a shame, since pansies are avail- 
able in numerous colors and are tolerant 
of temperatures below freezing. Provide 
a light winter mulch and they too have 
the chance of an encore performance 
next spring. 

I have little experience with fall as- 
ters, especially the newer, dwarf types 
that are sold alongside mums and kale. 
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Letters to the Editor 


O’Connor set to run for re-election 


Dear Editor: 

My name is Kerri O'Connor and I am seeking 
re-election for the Agawam School Committee. I 
believe in transparency and working together in 
the best interest of our students and school com- 
munity. I serve on the safety sub-committee and 
negotiations sub-committee. I work in the field of 
education and believe in the importance of sup- 
porting our students’ academic, social and emo- 
tional needs in school, home, and community. I 
also support our teachers and school staff who 
everyday ensure that our children’s needs are be- 
ing met. I will continue to advocate throughout 
the pandemic for the safety and well-being of our 
school community. I am a parent of a 16-year-old 
who attends Agawam Public Schools and have ex- 
perience in the special education field. I recently 


accepted to serve as your next Parent Advisory 
Council President. 

Iam an appointed member of the Agawam Vet- 
erans Council, member of the Agawam Lion’s Club, 
and very active within the Agawam community. I 
am also a proud Gulf War Veteran who served over- 
seas to protect the American people. I have a Mas- 
ter’s degree in Psychology and a B.S. in Criminal 
Justice and several years of work experience in the 
fields of criminal justice, mental health, substance 
abuse, and education. As an elected official, I took 
an oath of office to serve the community and ad- 
vocate for the best interest of the people and not 
the party. I respectfully ask for your vote on Nov. 
2, 2021. 

Kerri O’Connor 
Agawam School Committee member 


Rossi seeks another term on council 


Dear Editor: 

I am announcing my intentions to run for 
re-election in the Nov. 2 election. 

‘This is a very important year as we face current 
challenges and new beginnings. We will need ex- 
perience people with sound judgment to make dif- 
ficult decisions, someone who has demonstrated 
the ability to navigate complicated issues and get 
things done; I believe that I am that person. 

We face a greater burden with the reduction of 
state and federal aid that will force us to reexamine 
our way of doing business, to juggle fixed costs, re- 
organizing departments and overlapping services 
with stricter accountability. These are serious times 
and we need serious people to get the job done. I 
hope that I have earned your support, respect, and 
trust to continue be a part of that solution. 

During my first election, I made a promise to 
you, the residents; that I will always be willing to 
stand alone when needed, to compromise when 


WE’RE 
ALL EARS 


Your opinion is something we 
always want to hear. 

Call or contact us via email 
agawamadvertiser@turley.com. 


necessary and always act in the best interest of this 
community. 

I remain committed to that pledge, to be a 
strong and independent voice, to support those 
issues that are in the best interest of this commu- 
nity, to create better living standards, to improve 
our schools and make public safety a priority; addi- 
tionally, there are many other issues facing families 
and neighborhoods that the City Council can help 
solve. 

I would like history to be our story of how we 
come together to empower ourselves to achieve 
things that we could not achieve on our own. 

Please join me in making our community a bet- 
ter, more inclusive and enviable place to live, work 


and play. 
Respectfully, Please vote to re-elect Bob Rossi to 
the Agawam City Council 
Robert Rossi, 
Agawam City Councilor 
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schools & Youth 


Agawam High School Counseling Bulletin 


Visiting College Representatives: If you 
are interested in meeting with College or 
University Representatives that will be 
conducting virtual or in-person visits at 
our school, you must sign up in Naviance 
at least one day in advance. Google Meet 
or Zoom links (if the visit is virtual) will be 
provided when you sign up. 


October 1: 
8:25AM Wentworth Institute of 
Technology 
9:20AM Roger Williams University 
10:10 AM University of Louisville 
12:20PM Niagara University 
1:05PM University of Rhode Island 


College Fair: Please save the date! 
Worcester State University is excited to host 
an in-person college fair on Sunday, Oct. 3 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Wellness Cen- 
ter, Competition Gymnasium. Over 100 col- 
leges and universities will be in attendance. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
Ample parking is available on-site. Facial 
coverings are required to be worn at all 
times while indoors. 


Reminders: Members of the Class of 
2022 should familiarize themselves with 
the information that has been posted to 
the Counseling Department’s Google Class- 
room. Most recently, the Senior College Ap- 
plication Packet was added, which is a great 
resource for students interested in applying 
to two- and four-year colleges. 

All students should be checking their 
Naviance accounts on a regular basis. There 
is so much valuable information for all stu- 
dents, whether youre headed directly into 
the work force, the military, or college upon 
graduation from AHS. If you can’t access 


your account, please be in touch with your 
School Counselor. 


Open Houses/Informational Ses- 
sions/Discovery Days: Colleges and uni- 
versities will be hosting information and 
recruitment events, in a variety of formats, 
in the next couple of months. Check the 
colleges’ websites for more information and 
to confirm the date and time of the event. 
While campus visits may look and feel dif- 
ferent during this time, it is important to 
take advantage of these programs to learn 
as much as you can about the schools that 
are of interest to you. 

Need to learn about financial aid? The 
trusted experts at MEFA (Massachusetts 
Educational Financing Authority) are host- 
ing free college financing webinars begin- 
ning Tuesday, Sept. 28. Webinars will be on- 
going with daytime and evening hours, and 
presented by industry experts, both from 
within MEFA and from colleges and organi- 
zations across Massachusetts. Register for a 
webinar at mefa.org/events. 


Special Interest Programs: It is not 
too late to STCC to your plan at Springfield 
Technical Community College! Classes are 
now forming for a start on Oct. 27 and will 
last for seven weeks. Learn more at stcc. 
edu/flexterms. 

Save the Date for Women of Distinction 
at Smith College! This is a program for high 
school seniors that highlights the opportu- 
nities at Smith for African American, Lati- 
na, Asian American, and Native American 
students. The dates of the program are Oct. 
16-17. Admission is competitive, and ap- 
plications are available at smith.edu/wom- 
en-distinction-program. 


CLUES ACROSS sound 

1. Numbers cruncher 30. Feeling of intense 

4. Creator anger 

10.Atype of center 31. Popular TV 

11. About spring network 

12. Equal to64U.S. 34. Island entry point 
pints (abbr.) 36. Disfigure 

14. Precursor to the 37. College army 
EU 39. One who's 

15. Something that revered 
can be cast 40. Long, winding 

16. Gold-colored alloy ridge 

18.A salt or ester of 41. Football stat 
acetic acid 42. Stealing 

22.A hard coating on 48. Hawaiian island 
a porous surface 50. More raw 

23. A type of 51. In one’s normal 
detachment state of mind 

24. Filmmakers need 52. Daniel LaRusso’s 
them sport 

26. Promotional 53. Tropical American 
material monkey 

27.__ Blyton, 54. Measures heart 
children’s author currents 

28. Short, sharp 55. Midway between 


19. Vietnam’s former 
name 

20. Snow forest 

21. Church officer 

25. Hardens 

29. Ancient 

31. Advertising 
gimmick 

32. Subatomic particle 

33. Not fresh 

35. Loosens 

38. Religious symbols 

41. Film 

43. Orthodontic 
devices 

44. Grilled beef 
sandwich 

45. Journalist Tarbell 

46. Brooklyn 
hoopsters 

47. Japanese social 
networking service 

49. Romantic poet 

56. Dorm worker 

57. Poor grades 


south and east 
56. Knotted again 
58. Born of 
59. Value 
60. Soviet Socialist 
Republic 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Mother tongue 

2. Removes potato 
skins 

3. True 

4. Early multimedia 

5. The making of 
amends 

6. Discovered by 
investigation 

7. Small arm of the 
sea 

8. More seasoned 

9. Atomic #81 

12. Type of pear 

13. Chemical 
compound 

17. One’s mother 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 9 


$cholarship Information: See your 
counselor or visit the websites below for 
more information or an application. 

AES Engineers: Is offering scholarships 
to motivated high school seniors to help 
in the furthering of their education. You 
are not required to be taking Engineering 
courses to be eligible. Visit aesengineers. 
com/scholarships.htm for more informa- 
tion. Award: $500. Deadline: October 8, 
2021. 

Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(NROTC): This scholarship program offers 
students the opportunity to earn their de- 
gree and receive valuable leadership and 
management skills while enjoying the ben- 
efits of an exciting career. Several require- 
ments exist. The deadline for submitting an 
application is January 30, 2022. Please visit 
netc.navy.mil for details. 

The 2020 Profile in Courage Essay will 
be offering a first place prize of $10,000, a 
second place prize of $3,000, and $1,000 for 
five finalists. The maximum word count is 
1,000 with a minimum of 700, not including 
citations and bibliographies. The deadline 
for submission is January 14, 2022. More 
information is available at jfklibrary.org/ 
essaycontest 

Tenaska, founded in 1987, is a privately 
held energy company committed to being 
good neighbors in the communities where 
its plants are located. To express that com- 
mitment, scholarships are offered through 
the high schools located in the counties 
with plant operations (Berkshire Power 
Company in our area). Applicants must be 
a 2022 graduating high school senior who 
plan to attend a two- or four-year post-sec- 
ondary education program at an accredit- 
ed institution. The scholarship amount is 
$1500, and applications, which are available 


at Tenaska.com/scholarship-form, are due 
no later than February 11, 2022. 

The American College Foundation (ACF) 
is offering a Visionary Scholarship, with 
multiple winners selected to each receive 
between $1,000 and $5,000. The applica- 
tion process is quick and easy and financial 
need is not considered. All may apply. The 
application is available at AmericanCollege- 
Foundation.org and the deadline is May 1, 
2022. 

The creators of the “Student Award 
Search Aid” website are offering the B. Da- 
vis Scholarship for 2022. Please visit unigo. 
com/scholarships.htm to read about the 
program and to apply for the scholarship. 
The amount of the award is $1,000 and the 
deadline is May 24, 2022. 


GARDEN t from page 4 


They sure are pretty in purple! Plant 
them as you would any perennial, in 
well-drained decent soil in full sun. 
Most of the varieties on the market are 
hardy to zone 5 at least, and therefore 
have a good chance of overwintering. 
They are best divided in the spring 
when the plant is up an inch or two. 

Search out fall plants now and enjoy 
one last hurrah. Before we know it the 
garden centers will be featuring poin- 
settias... 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 


Since 1869, we've upheld a tradition of helping our 
neighbors. Over the last five years, we've donated 
nearly $1.8 million to community organizations 
and our employees have contributed thousands of 


volunteer hours to help those in need. 


We know that giving 
back moves our 
community forward. 


Unlock your potential 


LENDER Gi in | Oo 


Member FDIC | Member DIF 
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Life after retirement focus of Oct. 27 HCC workshop 


HOLYOKE — Many pre-retirees focus 
solely on their 401K and pension when 
deciding when to retire but neglect to con- 
sider how they will find purpose and ful- 
fillment in the next chapter of their lives. 
A person who retires at age 65 will be ac- 
tive for 20 years or more after leaving their 
full-time job. How will they fill those 2,000- 
plus hours they have previously devoted to 
their career? 

Holyoke Community College is offering 


a three-hour workshop on Wed., Oct. 27, 
that will address this major life transition. 

“Rewire: Finding Purpose and Ful- 
fillment After Retirement” will meet in 
person from 6 to 9 p.m. in the Kittredge 
Center for Business and Workforce De- 
velopment on HCC’s main campus, 303 
Homestead Ave. 

The workshop will be facilitated by for- 
mer career counselor Barbara Foster, M.Ed. 

“Retirement is a transition not unlike 


a career transition where people need to 
reflect on their interests, preferred skills, 
and values to determine a new direction 
in their lives, said Foster. “Today’s retir- 
ees are finding new interests and hobbies, 


volunteering, establishing new businesses, 


and pursuing new learning in this third 
chapter of their lives” 

The workshop will offer a series of exer- 
cises and self-assessments, as well as time 
to reflect, brainstorm with others, and de- 


velop goals and a vision for this new chap- 
ter of life. Participants will also leave with 
an extensive list of resources to explore. 

To maintain safe social distancing, 
space is limited, so advance registration is 
required. 

To register, please go to hcc.edu/rewire 
or call 413-552-2500 for more information. 

Please note that masks are required in 
all HCC campus buildings regardless of 
vaccination status. 


NPDES stormwater annual 
report now available 


AGAWAM - Under the Federal Clean Wa- 
ter Act, municipalities throughout Massa- 
chusetts are required to reduce the amount 
of stormwater pollution entering our waters. 
The Town of Agawam received its current 
Phase II Stormwater NPDES permit on Oct. 
1, 2016. The intent of the regulations is to 
reduce the adverse impacts of water quality 
and aquatic habitat by controlling unregu- 
lated sources of stormwater discharges. Un- 
regulated sources of stormwater discharges 
would include but not be limited to: excess 
fertilizers, herbicides, and insecticides from 
agricultural lands and residential areas, oil, 
grease, and toxic chemicals from urban run- 
off and energy production, sediment from 
improperly managed construction sites, 
crop and forest lands and eroding streams, 
and bacterial and nutrients from livestock, 
pet wastes, and faulty septic systems. The 


NPDES Permit regulations require munici- 
palities to develop and implement a storm- 
water management program that addresses 
six minimum control measures: 

+ Public Education and Outreach 

+ Public Involvement and Participation 

- Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimina- 
tion 

¢ Construction Site Stormwater Runoff 
Control 

¢ Post-Construction Stormwater Man- 
agement 

¢ Pollution Prevention / Good House- 
keeping 

To learn more about Agawam's Stormwa- 
ter Management Program or to review the 
Year 3 Annual Report, visit www.agawam. 
ma.us/NPDES 

Comments may be made by emailing 
stormwater@agawam.ma.us 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department re- 
sponded to 1,276 calls for service from 
Sept. 20 to Sept. 26 and recorded the fol- 
lowing arrests. No arrests in the public log 
have been omitted. All suspects are inno- 
cent until proven guilty. 


Family Owned 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPS seman? oe 
PORK SHOULDER 
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USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS CENTER CUT 


PORK CHOPS or ROAST °22 


USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 
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TAILGATE SPECIALS © 
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TJ. 
MULC 


INC. 
Visit TJBarkMulch.com for Coupons 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine ¢ Spruce e Hemlock ¢ Cedar « Red, Black & Brown 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


BUY DIRECT 


Friday, Sept. 24 
Arturo Velasquez, 27, of 21 Vinton St., 
Springfield, was arrested at 10:51 p.m. for 
two default warrants for failure to appear 
in court. 


Since 1985 


Find us on: 


Playground ¢ Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil * Seasoned Firewood EE facebook. 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF RIBE EYE 
STEAKS 


Catholic Wome 


AGAWAM ~- The Catholic Women’s 
Club of Agawam of St. John the Evangelist 
Church will meet to pray the Rosary on 
Tuesday, Oct. 12, at 6 p.m. 

Members are requested to arrive in 
the church, located at 833 Main St., Aga- 
wam, by 5:30 p.m. 


n’s Club Rosary 


Everyone is welcome to join club 
members in this special devotion to our 
Blessed Mother, Mary. 

The monthly club business meeting 
and refreshments will follow in the par- 
ish center. For more information contact 
Paula at 789-0244. 


Fright Fest begi 


AGAWAM - Six Flags New England, 
the Scare Capital of New England, leaves 
no tombstone unturned to deliver the 
most terrifying Halloween event on the 
planet...Fright Fest. After a one-year hia- 
tus, 2021's Fright Fest will be bigger, bet- 
ter, and scarier than ever before. Fright 
Fest opens to the public on Friday, Sept. 
24 and runs weekends and select days 
through Sunday, Oct. 31. 

“No one does Halloween better than 
the Scare Capital of New England. Our 
annual, signature event promises to de- 
liver more frights and ghoulish sites than 
ever before.” said Six Flags New England 
Park President Pete Carmichael. “Our 
entertainment team has been working 
hard conjuring up a lineup of scares that 
will delight Halloween enthusiasts of all 
ages with exceptional shows, terrifying 
haunt zones and spooktacular roaming 


PP RY NV TSEET 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


REUBEN’S CORNED BEEF 
POINT CUTiiuitsuntemns Doo 


entertainment,’ added Carmichael. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 


Sle) - ie) 


community 
The su 


ns this weekend 


In addition to hordes of roaming 
scare-actors. Fright Fest also features 
more than with 20 gut-wrenching at- 
tractions including Nightmares, Terror 
Tales, Aftermath ZOMBIE’S REVENGE, 
Slasher Circus 3D, Midnight Mansion 
and many more. Park goers can experi- 
ence even more fright with bone-chilling 
entertainment including Midnight Up- 
rising, The Awakening, Mort’s Used Cof- 
fins and more. 

Fright Fest, presented by SNICK- 
ERS’ offers something for everyone with 
Thrills by Day and Fright by Night. Kids 
of all ages can enjoy Thrills by Day with 
the park’s Trick-or-Treat trail, Hallow- 
een-themed shows, and world class rides 
and attractions throughout the day. 
However, be warned, after 6 p.m. Fright 
Fest is not recommended for children 12 
and under. Prepared to be scared...if you 
dare... 


PENING: EDITOR 


Award-winning, family-owned Turley Publications, 
based in Palmer, is seeking an energetic person to 
join them as editor of the Country Journal, a weekly 


newspaper that covers 16 hilltowns. 
ccessful candidate will have strong 


community journalism skills and have telling a 
community's stories in their DNA. They must also 
successfully execute an array of tasks including 
managing a part-time staff writer, copy editing and 
guiding coverage. The editor is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the paper as well as 


for other company-wide publications. 


greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


journalism, 


If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 


who considers it a calling, and who has 


a vision for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, we encourage you to apply for this position. 


Qualifications should include: 
e Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience 


e Own 
preferred 


$@95 
Ib 
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USDA INSP. FRESH 
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39 
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$399 


USDA INSP. FRESH 10 LB BAG 


CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS....... 4 2% 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


7LB $325 


BAG 
SALE DATES: 
9/30/21 - 10/6/21 
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USDA INSP. |QF FROZEN 


66 
Ib 


90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 
413-737-1288 
www.90meat.com 


We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


e Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
correspondents 


camera and photography experience 


e Editing experience and the ability to write clean 
copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven environment 

e Proficiency in Associated Press style 

e¢ Management experience and/or experience 
managing content for a print publication 


Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be a good 
fit for our editor's position and send it along with a 


d three writing samples to Managing Editor 


Eileen Kennedy at ekennedy@turley.com. 
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Quinn Donahue receives a pass 
deep in Mt. Greylock’s end. 


Andrew Regnier tries to overcome a defender. 


Boys soccer 
out to 
perfect start 


AGAWAM - The Agawam High 
School boys soccer team has yet 
to be defeated in the 2021 fall sea- 
son. They also have yet to yield a 
goal and are showing they could 
bea top contender in tournament 
play later this fall. Agawam’s latest 
triumph was a 2-0 win over Mt. 
Greylock last Thursday. Andrew 
Regnier had two goals in the game 
while the combination of Ben 
Lang and Jack Patterson made 
four saves and picked up another 
shutout. Agawam has outscored 
the opposition 19-0 so far. 


Jayden Montagna takes the ball and looks for a path forward. 


PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELL| 


Struggles 
continue for 


Agawam 


AGAWAM - Last Monday 
night, Agawam’s tough field hock- 
ey season continued with a 2-1 
loss against rival Minnechaug. 
Agawam has just one win this 
season, a 1-0 victory over West 
Springfield. Agawam has had 
trouble scoring goals so far this 
season, with it’s latest loss, a 7-0 
defeat against Longmeadow. 


Elizabeth Santore winds up to pass the ball ahead of a 


Minnechaug defender. 


Players from both teams vie for the ball in the Falcons’ end. 


PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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Mckenzie Roy socks a hit to her left. 


Lilah Carr receives a pass. 


Smith 

swats 81 in 
Williamson 
Invitational 


WESTFIELD -_ Albertus 
Magnus College’s Ryan Sember 
(Branford, Conn.) topped the 
field with a 2-over par 73 to take 
medalist honors at the Fourth 
Annual Brett Williamson Invi- 
tational men’s golf tournament 
hosted by Westfield State Uni- 
versity at Tekoa Country Club. 

Eastern Connecticut State 
University grabbed the team ti- 
tle with a score of 311, five shots 
better than runner-up Westfield 
State University. Mitchell Col- 
lege was third at 324. 

The tournament is named 
in honor of Williamson, a 2011 
Westfield State graduate and 
golfer who passed in 2017 after a 
long battle with Cystic Fibrosis. 

Westfield State was led by 
senior J.J. Newcombe (Belling- 
ham, Mass.), who placed second 
in the individual standings with 
a five-over par 76, tying Eastern 
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Erica Majka socks a hit away for the Brownies. 


PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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Brownies 
sweep away 
Tigers 


AGAWAM - Last Monday 
night, Agawam High School girls 
volleyball picked up its fifth win 
of the season, sweeping away 
South Hadley 3-0. The Brownies 
won straight sets of 25-18, 25-13, 
and 25-15. Dayna Rahilly had 25 
assists to lead the Brownies and 
Sarah Champigny had eight kills 
in the victory. Agawam is now 5-3. 


Contact us: 
41.383.8393 
Email: sports@ 
turley.com 


Read online: 
www.sports. 


Ava Catelotti gets a serve away. 


block. 


turley.com 


Sarah Champigny attempts a 


Dayna Rahilly sets up her teammate. 


Taryn Crowley reaches out to keep the ball in play. 


Justin Bonsignore clinches modified tour win 


STAFFORD, Conn. -— Justin Bonsignore 
sealed his third career NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour championship on Saturday, 
Sept. 25 at Stafford Motor Speedway. Bon- 
signore accomplished the goal in fine fash- 
ion -- taking down his first career win at 
the Connecticut half-mile after 40 times of 
coming up short. 

Bonsignore led the field for 74 of the 152 
laps in the NAPA Fall Final 150, including 
for the final two, where he pulled away from 
six-time tour champion Doug Coby to score 
his elusive first Stafford win. In the process, 
Bonsignore cemented a growing dynasty 
with his No. 51 Phoenix Communications, 
Kenneth Massa Motorsports team. 


06 se 


Justin Bonsignore won at Stafford last Saturday, clinching the NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour cha 


The championship was Bonsignore’s 
second consecutive, and third in the last 
four years. The Holtsville, New York, native 
became just the fourth driver in the 36-year 
history of the Whelen Modified Tour to win 
three or more championships -- joining 
Mike Stefanik (seven), Doug Coby (six) and 
Tony Hirschman (five) on the list. 

“T don't even belong in that crowd, those 
guys are unbelievable, Bonsignore said of 
the group. “It’s special. To come back after 
last year, with the shortened season, we had 
really good cars each and every week this 
year. We just couldn't put the whole race 
together like we have in years past and get 
to Victory Lane. Tonight, to finally get a win 


j, 


here at Stafford to top off our third champi- 
onship, it’s special” 

Bonsignore used a strong car during the 
first 128 laps -- all under green -- to motor 
to the front. He started on the outside pole 
after qualifying second, and dropped to the 
bottom of the top-five early -- but it wasn’t 
long before he was charging back to the 
front. 

He took the lead from Anthony Nocella 
on lap 78 and led through the caution that 
was thrown at lap 129. The only time some- 
one bested Bonsignore was when Doug 
Coby edged him to the line at the restart for 
a green-white-checkered finish at lap 150 -- 
but Bonsignore drove to the bottom of turn 


mpionship for the third time. 


one and powered back to the lead, never 
looking back. 

Stafford -- a place where Bonsignore had 
run well at before -- was the most presti- 
gious track on the list that Bonsignore had 
not been to Victory Lane. Finally, he can 
check it off his bucket list. 

“One-for-41,? Bonsignore screamed after 
climbing from the car, jumping on top of the 
No. 51 in celebration. “I'm so glad we could 
get the win here. Three-time champion, but 
I can't get past winning at Stafford. To beat 
Doug Coby to do it -- it’s special. It’s unbe- 
lievable” 


RACING 
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Golfers wanted for Dana-Farber benefit 


AGAWAM - Registration and signup 
is currently open and underway for the 
Fourth Annual “Funding for a Cure” Golf 
Tournament to benefit the Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute. In the first three years we 
have raised over $5,200 for cancer research. 
The four-person scramble event will take 
place at The Ranch Golf Club in Southwick, 
Massachusetts on Monday, Oct. 4 (day af- 


ter SNF Bucs @ Patriots). The event will be 
an 11 a.m. shotgun. There will be prizes 
up for grabs (Closest to Pin/Long Drive) 
along with a putting contest. Entry fee cov- 
ers golf, breakfast and dinner. Please visit 
http://acfundforacuregolf.website2.me/ 
SignUp to sign up. Otherwise contact acan- 
thonycosta@gmail.com for more informa- 
tion. We hope you can join us. 


RACING & from page 8 


The four-year run for Bonsignore -- even 
though he didn't win the title in 2019 -- is 
one of the more impressive in series history. 
Since the start of the 2018 season, Bonsigno- 
re has 19 wins, 42 top-fives, 39 top-10s and 
14 poles in his last 54 races. In 15 years of 
Whelen Modified Tour competition -- all for 
Ken Massa Motorsports -- Bonsignore now 
has 31 career wins -- tied with Jeff Fuller and 
Coby for fifth on the all-time wins list. 

Crew chief Ryan Stone jumped into the 
team in 2018, and things have taken off 
from there. 

“Ryan walked right into the middle of 
a group of guys that had been together for 
a while” Bonsignore said. “He just jumped 
right in with all of us instantly. His personal- 
ity fits right in with our guys. We just have a 
great time as a team, no matter what. Ryan 
hates losing more than I do. He's ruthless. 
Were really fortunate to have found him? 

The commitment that Massa and Bon- 


signore have shown to each other, after 
years of coming close, is finally paying off, 
in a big way. 

“Ken Massa, whenever Ryan calls and 
says we need something, he just doesn’t 
flinch,” Bonsignore said. “The combination 
of leadership on our team from top to bot- 
tom is unbelievable. No one pulls in the op- 
posite direction. Everyone has one goal in 
mind -- to come out here and win races and 
win championships every year. I’m glad we 
could do it again for number three” 

Bonsignore bested Patrick Emerling by 
22 points in the final tally on the heels of 
two wins, 11 top-fives and 12 top-10 finishes 
in 14 championship points races this sea- 
son. 

Justin Bonsignore will return to the track 
on Sunday, Oct. 10 at Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park for the historic Thomp- 
son 300. For more information on Justin 
Bonsignore, visit JustinBonsignore.com and 
follow his athlete page on Facebook for the 
latest updates. 


SMITH & from page 7 


Connecticut’s Chris Davidson (New Mil- 
ford, Conn.) and Mitchell’s Jack Hayes. 

The Owls Michael Waldman (Billerica, 
Mass.) Chris Ervin (N. Chelmsford, Mass.) 
and Kyle DelSignore (Attleboro, Mass.) 
tied for 11th with a pair of 80s. Brandon 
Smith (Feeding Hills, Mass.) finished t-16 
with an 81. 

The tournament was played at the 
6,438-yard Tekoa Country Club, amid 


calm, humid conditions and temperatures 
in the 70s. The course is an original 1923 
Donald Ross design, which retains five 
of the original Ross holes, and was rede- 
signed and expanded by Geoffrey Cornish 
in 1961. 

Westfield State will next play on Oct. 
4-5 at the Massachusetts State Collegiate 
Athletic Conference men’s golf champi- 
onship at Berkshire Hills Country Club in 
Pittsfield, Mass. The Owls are the defend- 
ing champions in the event. 


Public Notices 


Obituary 


Richard G. Atkinson 
1933 — 2071 


Agawam -_ Richard 
“Dick” G. Atkinson passed 
away Monday, September 
13, 2021 in Amherst, MA. 
Born in Revere MA, Dick 
was one of seven children 
of Joseph and Mary (Hau- 
mann) Atkinson. After 
graduating from Revere 
High School, he served 
his country in the United 
States Army during the Korean Conflict. 
He then continued his education grad- 
uating from UMASS and then Westfield 
State, where he obtained his Master's 
Degree in Education. At UMASS, he was 
Captain of the Cross Country team. For 
over forty years, Dick was a Southwick 
High School Math Teacher. Beloved by his 
math students, nowhere was his presence 
felt more than as the coach of the men’s 
and women’s Track and Cross Country 
teams. His love of the sport and all the 
students who participated in it influ- 
enced not only those at Southwick High, 
but runners throughout the Pioneer Val- 
ley. Known to all as “Coach” even athletes 
on opposing teams looked to him for in- 
spiration and guidance. His passion for 
ensuring that the sport could continue 
year-round led to the creation of the in- 
door winter track program in Western 
Massachusetts. He also coached an over 
50 league and coordinated all-comer rac- 
es throughout the Valley. Dick’s impact 
will continue for years to come in the 
Western Mass running community. Fam- 
ily was important to Dick. He enjoyed be- 
ing with his four children and was their 
Boy Scout Leader in early years, coached 
them in their teens, and supported tire- 


lessly through their adulthood. 
He was a champion and loving 
support to his wife, children, 
and grandchildren. Dick en- 
joyed the outdoors and spend- 
ing time in his vegetable garden 
and tending to his blueberry 
bushes. 

Richard is survived by his 
loving wife Rachel (Gallant) At- 
kinson, his four sons: Stephen 
and his wife Katherine of Amherst, David 
of West Springfield, Michael and his wife 
Sheryl of Nashua NH, and Kevin Atkinson 
of Agawam, his ten grandchildren: Ste- 
ven, Christopher, Lauren, Nicole, Alycia, 
James, Chandler, Rollin, Richard Wade, 
and Lane; and great-grandchildren: Ka- 
ilynn, Annabelle and Jackson; his sis- 
ter Grace Manfre; and many nieces and 
nephews. In addition to his parents, Rich- 
ard was predeceased by his daughter-in- 
law Donna Atkinson, his brothers Henry, 
Paul and Robert Atkinson; his sisters Lo- 
retta Hughes and Barbara Prochilo. 

Services for Richard will begin with 
visiting hours on Sunday, September 
19, 2021 from 3:00-6:00pm at Colonial 
Forastiere Funeral & Cremation on 985 
Main Street in Agawam. On Monday, Sep- 
tember 20, 2021 at 9:00am at the funeral 
home, and then travel in procession for a 
10:00am Liturgy of Christian Burial in St. 
John the Evangelist Church in Agawam, 
followed by burial with military honors 
in the Massachusetts Veterans’ Memo- 
rial Cemetery in Agawam. The family 
requests donations in lieu of flowers in 
Richard’s name to Smile Train or South- 
wick Dollars for Scholars, P.O. Box 838, 
Southwick MA 01077. 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD19P2075EA 
Estate of: 

Kathryn Elaine Coglizer 
Also known as: 
Kathryn E Coglizer 
Date of Death: 07/18/2019 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Peter A Jones 
of Florence, MA request- 
ing that the court enter a 
formal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 


allowance of a final account, 
a determination of testacy and 
heirs at law and other such 
relief as may be requested in 
the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 10/27/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of 


Agawam Advertiser News 


OBITUARY POLICY 


obituaries. 


date and place. 


Turley Publications offers two types of 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: September 16, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
09/30/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P1823EA 
Estate of: 

Lucille Bernadette Forgues 
Date of Death: 04/11/2021 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 


FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Thomas Forgues 
of Agawam, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Thomas Forgues of 
Agawam, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu- 
pervised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 


object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 10/29/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 


A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper- 
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri- 
bution of assets and expenses 
of administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 


to you. this Court. 
UNSUPERVISED Date: September 24, 2021 
ADMINISTRATION Rosemary A Saccomani 
UNDER THE Register of Probate 
MASSACHUSETTS 9/30/2021 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 
C|P\A R{/T/I |S] T 
R/E|C E;RIN/A/L 
B/U E;/E|C PIA;JLIL 
O|;R O|;L/U A|C\E|TIA E 
S;/E;}A;/LJE/R RJE;JT/I]NJATL 
C/A E;|RI\A A|D N/ Il | D 
T T A E 
P/B/S E 1 |S M R 
R|/O/;T|C i 
O|S|A|R T A|B;)/B]I |N/G 
M/O|L/O|K/A C|R/U E|R 
O|N;/E;S/E]L K}|A|R TIE 
S;|A|K/I E/|C|G S/E 
R/E/;/T/I/E N/E/JE 
S§/S|E/S§ §$/S|R 
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ds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


FIREWOOD 


A1 SEASONED FIREWOOD Pe- 
turned Phone Calls and Prompt Deliv- 
ery. Quality Product. Call now S & K 
413-267-9402 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, 

Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 

50+ years of experience! 

Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 

gary @gdcomics.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ' ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $175.00 
Seasoned cut & split $225.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
“Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


WANTED OLD MOTORCYCLES 
1960s, 1970s any condition. Kawa- 
saki, Honda, Harley, Norton, BMW, 
Triumph etc. Call for cash offer 
(800)220-9683. 

www.wantedoldmotorcycles.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


SEASONED FIREWOOD mostly 
oak,cut, split & delivered. Within 20 
mile radius. $240 per cord. 1/2 cord or- 
ders accepted. Call (413)539-8722 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING 8 refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv- 
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348- 
4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


HOLYOKE LIQUOR LICENSE!!! 
Make me an offer. (413)348-6715 


bro SHOES, a as 
1*******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


Ask for Jeff. basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years HOME 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. ml yt 
MOVING SALE ump All Major CC's experience. References. Lic #086220. IMPROVEMENT 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 Please call Kevin 978-355-6864, 

: ; llwehaul@ gmail.com CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Moving Sale! Everything Must Go! ua Kitch bath. f Ref : 
146 Horseshoe Dr. at Doverbrook, es. Lic’ #086250. Please call Kevin 
Chicopee. Saturday October 2nd 10-3 (978)355-6864. 


Sunday October 3rd 12-3. Something 
for Everyone. 


TAG SALE 


October 9th, 10th and 11th. 9am-3pm 
84 Cosgrove Ave, Agawam, MA 01001. 
Jewelry, Small Furniture, Household 
Items and Christmas Stuff. 


Buying? 

Selling? 

Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


HOME REPAIRS OF ALL KINDS! 
Out of retirement after 52yrs of being 
self-employed in construction and 
home improvement. Quote according 
to job. Call or text (413)531-9666 
between 4-7pm. John will call you 
back the next day. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


C & C OUTDOOR SERVICES, 
LLC. For all your property improve- 
ment needs. Big or small. Commercial 
or residential. We would like to help! 
Call or Text (413)667-7111 


Fall cleanup and snowblowing. FAIR 
PRICES! Call, text, or email matthew- 
guertin @charter.net (413)266-9975 
Fully Insured. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: 


or call: 413-283-8393 
CATEGORY: 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price] 22 Base Price} 23 Base Price] 24 Base Price 
$26.50 $27.00 $27.50 $28.00 
Base Base Price Base Price Base Price 
26 $29.00 27 $29.50 28 $30.00 


Price 
$28.50 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 32 $32.00 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Base Price Base Price 
$30.50 $31.00 


Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$32.50 34 $33.00 35 $33.50 36 $34.00 


Base Price] 38 Base Price] 39 Base Price] 40 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Base Price 
$36.00 


Name: 


Address: 


Town: State: Zip: 


Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 
Card #: 


X per week rate = $ 

Q Cash OQ Check# 
CVV 

Date: 


4 MasterCard OVISA (4 Discover 


Exp. Date 


Amount of charge: 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin ———— 


Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 
55.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabb 
ay 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC Residential 
and Commercial 

Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn re- 
pair and seeding, mulch, stone, hedge 
trimming, planting 

Free estimates, Fully insured. Serving 
South Hadley and Surrounding Com- 
munities. 

You'll like us mower 

(413) 374-4091 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garages 
cleaned. Light moving. HOT TUBS 
REMOVED. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


SNOWPLOWING 


RESIDENTIAL AND COMMER- 
CIAL Snowplowing/Snowblowing 
Service. Monson, Palmer, Wilbraham, 
Hampden. Call or Text now. Limited 
space available. 413-519-5439 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


BUY 
LOCALLY 


dupont oun community! 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 


CNC Machine Operator 1-2 years 
experience in manufacturing setting. 
Full-time 7:00-3:30 $16/hr. $1000 
Bonus. Excellent Benefits. Call 
(413)283-8627 


PER DIEM FRONT  DESK/ 
HOUSEKEEPING Front desk/ 
housekeeping per-diem position cov- 
ering all three shifts & weekends. 
Retirees encouraged to apply. Send a 
resume to: The Gardens of Wilbraham, 
2 Lodge Lane, Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
E-mail: | mchisholm@thegardensof- 
wilbraham.com Fax: 413-596-5320. 
Managed by Athena Communities, 
EOE. The Gardens of Wilbraham, an 
active adult community. 


PER-DIEM MAINTENANCE / 
HANDYMAN  Maintenance/handy- 
man per-diem 20-30 hours a week. 
Must possess excellent people skills 
and be able to pass a background 
check. Interested candidates should 
send a resume to: The Maintenance 
Manager, The Gardens of Wilbraham, 
2 Lodge Lane, Wilbraham, Ma. 01095. 
E-mail; mchisholm @thegardensofwil- 
braham.com 

Fax: 413-596-5320 EOE Managed 
by Athena Health Care Systems The 
Gardens of Wilbraham, an active adult 
condo community. 


PERSONAL CARE ATTEN- 
DANT needed in Palmer for fe- 


male. Part-time Job. Very good job. 
Call 413-283-2508 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Sere rn 


anon WU NC Le 


CARS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 
(ey. Be} wi.) 
413-219-6839 


an equal opportunity basis. 


TRAIN & from page 1 


through Bridge Street at inconvenient 
times of the day, take an excessively long 
time to pass through the intersection, and 
sometimes the trains stop altogether and 
sit for long periods of time. These situations 
result in holding up traffic going between 
the two communities for a half-hour or 
more. 

Last Monday night, the Agawam City 
Council approved a new five-year agree- 
ment for the service related to the 10 sig- 
nals, which were installed a part of the 
Morgan-Sullivan Bridge project. There are 
five in each town. 

In Agawam, the signals are located at 
Walnut Street and Maple Street, with three 
more signals closer to the crossing. 

The signal service is through a cellular 
subscription and was quoted as costing 
$11,000 for five years as well as a $2,500 
maintenance fee. Agawam’s share would be 
$6,750 and West Springfield will pay for the 
other half of the service. The subscription 
actually expired earlier this year in May. 

The City Council's Administrative Com- 
mittee met on the issue prior to the meet- 
ing. This is the second agreement that Aga- 
wam has reached for the service along with 
the Town of West Springfield. 

Administrative Committee Chair Rob- 
ert Rossi said he spoke with West Spring- 


field’s administration and the town is on 
board with the agreement. 

“This has cleared up a lot of issues and 
frustration for people who got caught un- 
aware there was a train crossing,’ said Ros- 
si. “This is a cost-effective way to deal with 
this” 

Councilor Dino Mercadante questioned 
whether there would be any issues with the 
Maple Street corner signal that can be seen 
coming north on Springfield Street when 
construction begins on O’Brien’s Corner. 

Councilor President Christopher John- 
son said he anticipates the location of that 
signal will remain in a similar spot. 

He added the signals are helpful. 

“I know it affects my life” said Johnson. 
“My offices are located right over the bor- 
der and up the hill in West Springfield. The 
biggest question I get is when the train is 
stopped and the lights turn off. My under- 
stand is that it is a motion sensing system. 
But, I can tell you, it does work well, and 
especially during the Big E, it’s great.” 

Councilor Gerry Smith questioned 
whether it is legal for a train to sit and 
block roads for several minutes at a time. 

Johnson responded saying railroads are 
overseen by the federal government and 
federal law. 

“Federal law allows them to park the 
train any where they want for however long 
they want,’ said Johnson. 


LIBRARY 1 from page 1 


Sapelli informed people that the town 
had already hired a company to deep clean 
the walls, furniture, and floors before they 
received the mold results. 

Building Maintenance Director Brian 
Pagella said they are already starting work 
on the issue within the building. 

Pagella said Library Director Nancy Sie- 
gel’s thinking is the project will last to the 
end of the year before library staff and visi- 
tors can return to the building. 

“It’s hard to put a substantial date on 
the completion of the project,’ said Pagel- 
la. “There are other factors in the project to 
think about; including a shortage on sup- 
plies and materials, on man power, every- 
thing with COVID, and shipping is becom- 
ing a bigger problem. 

“It’s hard to put a date on it, but were 
hopeful and optimistic that it'll be done by 
the end of the year’ 

Although the library building is closed, 
the staff will continue their work within a 
different building. 

Seigel said the staff is moving them- 
selves, books, shelving, computers, and 
phones to the Agawam Senior Center so 
they're able to run the library’s daily busi- 
ness there. She said it’s a complicated pro- 
cess to set up a library in a different place, 
but that they're going to do it a make it 
work as long as they have to. 

Although Seigel is hopeful to be back 
in the library building by the end of this 
year or the beginning of next year, she said 
the staff is bringing the newest collections 
with them to the Senior Center; they'll be 
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ordering books and collections while at 
the Senior Center to keep their collections 
up to date and to operate as much as pos- 
sible. 

Seigel said she and four to five oth- 
er employees are packing up books and 
other materials this week, due to the size 
of the Senior Center they cannot move 
all the books, there simply isn’t enough 
room. Once the staff is finished grabbing 
the books they want the most the build- 
ing will remain closed even to staff. The 
books left within the library building will 
be non-holdable, if someone requests a 
book that’s left behind the staff will have 
to request that book from another library. 
Although people won't be able to hold or 
request some of the library's older collec- 
tions, they will be able to check out new- 
er books and the library will be ordering 
books that are in demand. 

“While we're working at the senior cen- 
ter there will also eventually be staff that 
will help at the school libraries, if needed,’ 
Seigel said. “We want to help out the com- 
munity as much as we can, especially since 
things with the Library are kind of up in the 
alr. 

Seigel encourages people to return 
books this week and browse the mini li- 
brary next week. She said the library with- 
in the senior center will be open this week 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., but they're mainly 
taking back returns as they set up in their 
new temporary location. The week of Oct. 4 
the library within the senior senter will be 
open Monday to Thursday from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and closed on Sunday. 


Excessive rains and storms have created more damage due to issues with the roof. 


PHOTOS BY SHELBY MACRI 


The library is currently closed, but will be running partial operations at the Agawam Senior Center soon. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want _ announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 
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Live performance to take place in a Series’ 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Cultural 
Council celebrates the return of live per- 
formance as the eighteenth season of its 
popular Applause Series continues on Fri- 
day, Oct. 1 Handler & Levesque will pres- 
ent Acoustic Blend, music for guitars and 
mandolin at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main Street, Agawam, Massa- 
chusetts. Doors open at 6:15 p.m., and ad- 
mittance will be through the lower-level 
entrance only. 

The guitar crosses all musical bound- 
aries and so do Judy Handler and Mark 
Levesque on this program. You'll hear 
their own unique arrangements of swing, 
1960s-70s pop, Celtic, and music from 
Spain, Latin America, Europe and Eastern 
Europe. The audience will be treated to a 
delightful evening of extraordinary sound, 
amusing anecdotes and the joyful spirit of 
their music. 

Handler & Levesque have performed 
over 2,000 concerts together over the past 
25 years throughout the United States & Eu- 
rope. Their enchanting CDs have received 
critical acclaim and have been sold in doz- 
ens of countries throughout the world. Judy 
Handler and Mark Levesque are founding 
members of the New American Mandolin 
Ensemble. 


Production sponsor of Handler & 
Levesque: Acoustic Blend is V&F Auto. The 
Agawam Cultural Council would also like to 
thank bankESB, Elaine Carlson, OMG, Inc., 
the Southwick Cultural Council, Anthony 
Suffriti, and Westfield Bank for their gen- 
erous support as Applause Series season 
sponsors. 

“The CDC recommends those not ful- 
ly vaccinated and aged two or older wear 
a mask in indoor public places, and fully 
vaccinated people wear a mask in public 
indoor settings if they are in an area of sub- 
stantial or high transmission.’ For the safety 
of performers and all audience members, 
the Agawam Cultural Council recommends 
that masks be worn during all Applause Se- 
ries performances.’ 

For more information on the activities 
and virtual offerings of the Agawam Cul- 
tural Council, please visit their web site, 
www.agawamcc.org. The Agawam Cultural 
Council is an all-volunteer local partner of 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency, and is funded, in part, by the MCC. 
The ACC is charged with bringing engaging, 
entertaining, and educational events and 
opportunities in the arts, humanities, and 
sciences, to children and adults from Aga- 
wam and the surrounding communities. 


Live performance returns to the Agawam Cultural Council’s Applause Series stage as its eighteenth season 
continues on Friday, Oct. 1 with the 7 p.m. presentation of Handler & Levesque: Acoustic Blend at the Aga- 
wam Senior Center, 954 Main Street, Agawam. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Parish Cupboard 
Monthly Wishlist 


WEST SPRINGFIELD/AGAWAM - The 
Parish Cupboard puts out a monthly wish- 
list seeking donations of particular items 
of need. All donations to the Cupboard are 
greatly appreciated. 

October Wishlist: 

Bar Soap, Shampoo, Body Wash, Boxed 
Meals (Rice-A-Roni, Pasta Roni, Hamburger 
Halper Etc.), Condiments-Ketchup, Mayon- 
naise, Relish, Crackers, Dog And Cat Food, 
and Jelly. 


AGAWAM - Come join in the fun as we 
celebrate Agawam’s ethnic and cultural di- 
versity with a story walk emphasizing the 
importance of reading, learning, and fam- 
ily involvement. The walk will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 2 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at 
School Street Park. 

Astory walk is a fun outdoor education- 
al activity that allows families to read and 
discuss pages of a short children’s book to- 
gether. The event is meant to be an inclu- 
sive multicultural activity and children and 
families of all ages are invited to participate. 
In addition to free water and popcorn, each 


Discover the key to ha 
at Southwick Village. 


|| Carefree living with no upfront buy-in. 


SOUTHWICK 
VILLAGE 


RESIDENTIAL LIVING 
A MASONICARE MANAGED COMMUNITY 
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Call us today at 413.331.7504 
to schedule an in-person or virtual tour. 


802 College Highway . Southwick, Massachusetts 01077 | HyGQoa 


Rotary Club plans ‘story walk’ | Eucharistic 


auauneerwso | Adoration at 


As a service organization, the Agawam 


Rotary Club appreciates any financial sup- St J 0 h n sS 
port individuals or businesses may offer a 


to help us with our community service 


projects. If you would like to make a dona- AGAWAM - All are welcome and 
tion, please click on the large green “Please invited to join us at St. John the Evan- 
Donate Now” button at the top of the club gelist Church, 833 Main Street, for Eu- 
website at https://agawamrotary.org/. The charistic Adoration, Wednesdays, 12 
Agawam Rotary Club is always happy to noon to 5:45 p.m. with Holy Mass at 
welcome new members. More information 6:00 p.m. Come and spend some time 
is available by contacting President John in quiet prayer with our Lord Jesus 


Barber on the website above. 
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Subscribe online: www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 


Christ, present in the Eucharist. 


CALA BRESE—— 


= Winter Squash + Apples 4. sem 
LD Tomatoes ¢ Melons A 
Beans, Squash, Cabbage, Watermelons “//; 
Eggplant, Tomatoes, Peppers, Pickles 4 


FALL Pumpkins 
Handy MIULMIS : son's 


SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE 


257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57) 
Southwick, MA « (413) 569-6417 
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Cabinet 


KITCHENS 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 
300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


budgetcabinetsales.com 


Kraf&Maid 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM” 


